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Naomi André,	phD	’96,	music
Reinier Beeuwkes,	coL	’62,	phD	’70,	
division	of	medical	sciences
Thomas Davenport,	phD	’80,	sociology
Mia de Kuijper,	mpA	’83,	phD	’83,	economics	
Stacy Dick,	Ab	’78,	phD	’83,	economics
A. Barr Dolan,	Am	’74,	applied	sciences
Richard Ekman,	Ab	’66,	phD	’72,	history	of	
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Yonatan Eyal,	phD	’05,	history
John C.C. Fan,	Sm	’67,	phD	’72,	applied	sciences
Kenneth Froewiss,	Ab	’67,	phD	’77,	economics
Homer Hagedorn,	phD	’55,	history
R. Stanton Hales,	phD	’70,	mathematics
David Harnett,	phD	’70,	history
George Heilborn,	Am	’58,	physics
Karen J. Hladik,	phD	’84,	business	economics
Daniel R. Johnson,	Am	’82,	East	Asian	history,	
Am	’84,	business	economics
Gopal Kadagathur,	phD	’69,	applied	sciences
Alan Kantrow,	Ab	’69,	phD	’79,	history	of	
American	civilization
Gyuri Karady,	phD	’80,	applied	sciences	
Robert E. Knight,	phD	’68,	economics
imad Kordab,	phD	’09,	applied	mathe	matics
Felipe larraín,	phD	’85,	economics
Jill levenson,	phD	’67,	English	and	American	
literature	and	language
See-Yan lin,	mpA	’70,	phD	’77,	economics
Abraham lowenthal,	Ab	’61,	mpA	’64,	
phD	’71,	government
Suzanne Folds McCullagh,	phD	’81,	fine	arts
John J. Moon,	Ab	’89,	phD	’94,	business	
economics
Sandra O. Moose,	phD	’68,	economics
F. Robert Naka,	SD	’51,	applied	sciences
Betsy M. Ohlsson-Wilhelm,	Ab	’63,	phD	’69,	
medical	sciences
Maury Peiperl,	mbA	’86,	phD	’94,	organiza-
tional	behavior
M. lee Pelton,	phD	’84,	English	and	American	
literature	and	language
Nancy Ramage,	phD	’69,	classical	archaeology
John E. Rielly,	phD	’61,	government
Allen Sanginés-Krause,	phD	’87,	economics;	
chair
David Staines,	phD	’73,	English	and	
American	literature	and	language
Marianne Steiner,	mEN	’78,	Sm	’78,	applied	
mathematics
Donald van Deventer,	phD	’77,	economics
lee Zhang,	Am	’01,	medical	sciences
Gustavus Zimmerman,	phD	’80,	physics

The	berlin-based	illustrator	Tina Berning,	who	drew	
cecilia	Rouse	for	our	conversation	feature,	studied	
graphic	design	and	illustration	in	Nürnberg.	In	1999,	
after	designing	album	covers	and	band	posters	for	a	
record	company	and	working	for	the	magazine	of	the	
German	daily Die Süddeutsche Zeitung,	she	decided	
to	quit	pushing	letters	and	pictures	around	and	start	
focusing	on	her	illustration.

Jason Holley,	the	illustrator	who	created	the	cover	
image	for	this	issue,	makes	work	for	a	wide	variety	of	
commercial,	editorial,	and	educational	clients,	including	
the New Yorker, the New York Times,	Outside	magazine,	
Rolling Stone,	Newsweek,	Time,	the	Southern	poverty	
Law	center,	Dell,	Stanford,	and	mIT,	among	many		
others.	He	is	on	the	faculty	of	the	Art	center	college		
of	Design	in	pasadena,	cA.

Nicholas Nardini,	a	writer	and	editorial	assistant	for	
this	issue,	is	a	third-year	phD	candidate	in	English,	
currently	planning	a	dissertation	on	post–World	War	II	
American	literary	culture.	He	spent	the	year	as	a		
proctor	in	the	freshman	dorms,	serving	as	a	mentor	and	
academic	advisor	for	an	entryway	of	41	students.	

Kent Dayton,	who	took	pictures	at	Alumni	Day	and	the	
reunion	of	the	Department	of	chemistry	and	chemical	
biology,	has	a	wide-ranging	style	and	a	broad	portfolio	
of	work,	for	clients	including	the	boston	ballet,	the	
Boston Globe,	fidelity	Investments,	the	Isabella	Stewart	
Gardner	museum,	ford	motor	company,	IDEo,	Reebok,	
and	Tufts	university.	

Kenrick Vezina,	who	wrote	“Getting	the	upper	Hand	
on	malaria,”	is	a	self-described	amateur	naturalist	who	
earned	a	master’s	degree	in	2011	from	mIT’s	Graduate	
program	in	Science	Writing.	Among	other	projects,	he	is	
working	as	the	content	manager	for	mIT’s	forthcoming	
web	portal	oceans	at	mIT.	
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As is appropriate in this season, when Commencement 
brings all manner of endings and new beginnings, we are 
marking a transition at the Graduate School. In February, we 
were saddened to learn that our own Allan Brandt, the Dean 
of the Graduate School, was facing a health crisis and would 
need to step down to receive treatment. I am glad to report 
that Allan is doing just that, recovering at home and looking 
forward to being back at Harvard when his health permits.
 Allan’s departure was cushioned considerably by the 
arrival of Richard Tarrant, who came forward to serve as 
Interim Dean. As you will read on page 7 of this issue, this is 
not the first time that Richard has been willing to take the 
helm at the Graduate School. He was Acting Dean in 1995, 
and he has been a consistent supporter of our programs, our 
students, and our community of alumni in the years since.
 Richard understands the central role of the Graduate 
School at Harvard — how a vibrant graduate community 
serves our undergraduates, on the one hand, and our excel-
lent faculty on the other. Richard led a full agenda this 
spring, providing wise stewardship as new secondary fields 
and PhD programs were proposed and developed by our 
faculty. I am happy to say that he also had many occasions 
to publicly support the accomplishments of our Graduate 
School community, presiding at ceremonies that recognized 
award-winning faculty mentors and teaching fellows and 
commemorated the winners of the Fulbright and other lead-
ing graduate fellowships.  
 As you will note when you look at the admissions num-
bers we share with you on page 5, the Harvard PhD holds a 
remarkable appeal to students from around the world. The 

value of the degree, and the qualifications of those who  
seek it, continues to rise; we received a record number of 
applications, many from candidates whose portfolios  
resembled those of junior faculty members. Richard was  
an essential participant in admissions meetings held to 
select our incoming class, taking particular interest in the 
ongoing effort to recruit more underrepresented US mi-
norities to the PhD ranks. 
 Over the last two years, as regular readers will know, 
we instituted a series of reforms to our application review 
process, reforms that accompanied new recruitment initia-
tives to strengthen our minority  applicant pool. Those 
efforts yielded success last year, and our results this year 
validated their effectiveness. Although we — and our peer 
institutions — will have much more work to do over the 
coming years to expand the candidate pool and to achieve 
real diversity in research education, I am pleased to say that 
applications from underrepresented minorities hit a new 
record — 676, which is a 25 percent increase over 2011.    
 This fall, we will welcome our new students with opti-
mism and excitement, confident in their ability to sustain 
our high expectations. We will also welcome a new dean — 
and begin to write a new chapter in the history of the Gradu-
ate School of Arts and Sciences.   

margot	N.	Gill,	phD,	
Administrative	Dean	
of	the	Graduate	
School	of	Arts	and	
Sciences

“The value of 
the Harvard 
PhD, and the 
qualifications 
of those  
who seek it, 
continues to 
rise.”
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Exploring the aesthetics of 
urban decay, anthropologists 
embrace new tools 

Abroad a few years ago on dissertation 
research, anthropology PhD student 
Cynthia Browne came across a bizarre 
wooden structure standing alone in  
an overgrown waste. It looked like a 
bridge, but a bridge that had been 
fractured and set at odd angles to 
itself. There were people gazing out  
of it, claiming they were waiting for a 
river that would soon run through  
the very spot. 
 It may sound like an apocalyp-
tic cult, but this particular cult was 
funded by government endowment, 
and its only prophecy was of municipal 
revitalization. Browne’s dissertation  
is on the deindustrialization of Ger-

many’s Ruhr Valley, and the structure 
was one of several works of public art 
commissioned by the region in recent 
years. Once the vital heart of the pre-
globalization German economy, a few 
years ago the Ruhr was mainly famous 
for catastrophic pollution and high 
unemployment. Recently, though, it 
has restyled itself as a global exemplar 
of postindustrial innovation, and a 
centerpiece of the endeavor is the 
rehabilitation of the canalized and bio-
logically dead Emscher river. “Warten 
auf den Fluss” (Waiting for the River) 
was built on ground over which the 
river used to flow, and to which it will 
be returned by 2020.
 “You sit, basically. And you wait,” 
Browne explains. “There’s this sort 
of hope for the future, but it’s really 
uncertain and tenuous.” 
  In April, Browne and eleven others 
were awarded 2012–2013 Harvard Film 
Study Center Fellowships, which will 

support the production of indepen-
dent cinematic projects on subjects  
as diverse as seasonal labor cycles 
and a young Tibetan’s first days of 
monastic life. Three of these projects, 
though, are united by the common 
theme of waiting for what follows 
industrial decline.
 It’s a theme as relevant to reces-
sion-era America as to Germany, 
and Benny Shaffer’s project focuses 
on Braddock, Pennsylvania, whose 
municipal website declares “REIN-
VENTION IS THE ONLY OPTION.” A 
formerly bustling steel town that has 
lost ninety percent of its peak popula-
tion, Braddock became the object of 
national media attention when its 
charismatic mayor (John Fetterman, 
MPP ’99) began a campaign to remake 
the town through militantly artistic 
community organization. A native 
of the Pittsburgh suburbs himself, 
and now a media anthropology PhD 
student, Shaffer took notice, especially 
after a college friend moved with his 
wife and child to Braddock in search of 
cheap real estate. Shaffer is weighing 
two alternate approaches to his film: 
either an experimental meditation on 
the aesthetics of the town’s decay, or a 
documentation of his friend’s efforts 

the  
Postindustrial  
Gaze 
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Applications	to	GSAS	arrived	in	record	numbers	
last	winter:	12,397.	That’s	a	3.9	percent	
increase	over	2011’s	previous	record	high.

Admissions	committees	were	selective:	offers	
of	admission	went	to	only		9.4	percent	of	the	
applicant	pool.	

overall	yield	on	offers	of	admission:	about		
60	percent

underrepresented	minorities	will	make	up	7	
percent	of	the	incoming	class,	up	from	4		
percent	in	2010.	

	
	
GSAS	received	a	record	number	of	applications	
from	underrepresented	minorities:	676.	
That’s	5.5	percent	of	the	applicant	pool,	a	25	
percent	increase	over	2011.

The	number	of	underrepresented	minorities	
offered	admission	increased	by	19	percent.

36	percent	of	incoming	students	are	from	
countries	outside	the	uS.	International	applica-
tions	made	up	roughly	46	percent	of	the		
overall	pool.

Based on April 2012 data.

At	morning	Exercises,	graduate	orator		
Jonathan	Service,	who	received	his	phD	in	
East	Asian	languages	and	civilizations,	capti-
vated	the	Yard	with	a	soaring	speech	about	
the	bittersweet	nature	of	leave-taking,	using	
a	haiku	by	Japanese	master	matsuo	bashō	
as	his	starting	point.

to rehabilitate his new $4,000 home 
and join in the town’s revitalization. 
 The same tension between the 
allure of decay and hope for improve-
ment animates the work of a third Har-
vard-FSC Fellow, media anthropology 
student Julia Yezbick, who will shoot 
her film in Detroit. “There’s this pres-
sure on artists to come in and ‘save’ the 
dying city,” says Yezbick, who plans 
to examine how artists respond to 
this pressure while retaining creative 
independence. She resists the facile 
optimism of filmmakers cheering for 
the “new Detroit,” but is equally wary 
of what she calls “ruin pornographers” 
— fashionable photographers who 
exploit the city as a beautiful corpse. 
While living there last summer, Yez-
bick became especially interested in 
the work of Olayami Dabls, a sculptor 
who assembles elaborate scenes out of 
objects retrieved from city ruins. For 
her, Dabls’s work represents what is 
most interesting about Detroit: “the 
palpable energy of a city looking both 
forwards and backwards.” 
 Yezbick thinks it’s hardly a coinci-
dence that she, Browne, and Shaffer 
are working on such similar projects. 
“This is a moment when the nation is 
looking to ruins. We’re wondering, is 
the whole country going to become 
Detroit?” For addressing the diffi-
cult questions of postindustrialism, 
all three agree that visual media are 
invaluable, and all say they chose the 
Anthropology Department at Har-
vard for its unique encouragement 
of innovative ethnographic methods. 
“These are subjects that are hard to 
do verbal justice to, and so haven’t 
been addressed in the anthropological 
literature,” Yezbick says. As Harvard- 
FSC Fellows, all three are working to 
change that, bringing new scholarly 
perspectives to places with deeply 
uncertain outlooks. As Browne recalls 
the experience of waiting for the river 
in the Ruhr, “You’re looking out on the 
future, but the viewpoint is thrown 
back on you. There’s a wonderful ten-
sion between the desire to forget and 
the desire to remember.”  

Admissions by the Numbers
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Even	as	a	young	child,	growing	up	in	Guanajuato,	mexico,	Edgar	
barroso	was	fascinated	by	the	possibility	of	making	meaning	
out	of	sound.	over	the	years,	this	gifted	composer	and		
Harvard	phD	candidate	has	created	a	vast	array	of	music	and	
seen	it	performed	by	groups	around	the	world,	collecting		
accolades	and	prizes	all	along	the	way.
	 Now	he	has	drawn	his	widest	—	certainly	most	global	—	
audience,	as	composer	of	the	score	for	The Compass Is Car-
ried by the Dead Man,	which	premiered	as	a	juried	selection	
at	the	Tokyo	International	film	festival	last	october	and	was	
screened	at	the	Los	Angeles	film	festival	in	June.	barroso	
recorded	the	score	at	Harvard’s	own	state-of-the-art	Studio	
for	Electroacoustic	composition.
	 The	film,	directed	by	Arturo	pons,	is	an	allegorical	odyssey,	
in	parts	poetic	and	darkly	comedic,	focused	on	a	young	boy	who,	
at	the	start,	is	lost	in	the	desert	along	the	uS-mexico	border.		
	 “We	decided	to	have	the	music	play	an	important	role	by	
making	it	a	part	of	the	narrative,”	barroso	says.	understanding	
the	precise	rhythm	and	tempo	of	a	film,	so	that	the	music	can	
integrate	coherently	and	set	the	appropriate	tone,	is	tricky,	
but	barroso	is	no	stranger	to	writing	for	visual	media,	having	
composed	for	documentaries	and	art	installations.	“music	
gives	an	image	weight;	you	can	make	a	scene	heavy	or	light,	and	
I	enjoy	adding	an	extra	dimension	to	something	that	is	visual	
and	outside	of	my	field.”
	 barroso	is	collaborative	and	interdisciplinary	by	nature.	In	
January,	he	started	a	project	called	“60	minutos	por	mexico”	
that	encourages	people	to	donate	one	hour	a	week	to	a	social	
cause.	“In	a	country	like	mexico,	sometimes	just	blankets	or	a	

little	bit	of	food	can	make	a	big	difference	in	the	life	of	a	child,”	
he	says.		“60	minutos	por	mexico”	has	already	received	consid-
erable	media	attention,	and	in	April	barroso	gave	a	TEDx	talk	in	
mexico	city	about	the	group’s	mission.
	 In	the	last	year,	amid	performances	of	his	work	in	Germany,	
the	uk,	and	at	Harvard,	he	received	one	of	his	most	significant	
commissions,	from	the	International	cervantino	festival	in	
mexico	—	the	country’s	leading	arts	festival	and	the	biggest	
festival	of	music,	dance,	and	theater	in	Latin	America.	The	
new	piece,	“Ensamble	Nuevo	de	méxico,”	will	premiere	at	the	
festival	in	october.
	 for	barroso,	who	will	spend	next	year	in	Zurich	on	a	fred-
erick	Sheldon	fellowship	at	the	Institute	for	computer	music	
and	Sound	Technology,	contemporary	music	is	an	art	form	
that	exists	outside	of	fashion	or	proprietary	culture,	and	so	it	
travels	well	among	various	audiences.	“It	doesn’t	necessarily	
have	so	much	weight	of	history	or	such	a	tremendously	strong	
aesthetic,”	he	says.	“contemporary	music	is	often	naturalistic	
and	focuses	more	on	the	pureness	of	sound.”
	 It’s	a	kind	of	freedom	that	he’s	been	trying	to	get	his	
Harvard	undergraduates	to	embrace.	Although	many	of	his	
composition	students	learned	to	play	in	the	classical	canon,	
barroso	encourages	them	to	create	art	that	speaks	to	their	
own	era.	Just	as	his	own	Harvard	advisors,	Hans	Tutschku	and	
chaya	czernowin,	“have	helped	me	infinitely	in	the	search	for	
my	own	voice	as	a	composer,”	he	says	he	wants	his	own	stu-
dents	to	be	forever	mindful	of	how	their	work	will	reflect	their	
ideas,	rather	than	the	voices	of	composers	past.		

Sound	and	Vision
Composer Edgar Barroso Goes Global

E
edgarbarroso.net

Tarrant Terrific

writer	

Joanna	Grossman
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During a season of transition at the Graduate School, there 
was one comforting constant: the familiar presence of 
Richard J. Tarrant, Pope Professor of the Latin Language 
and Literature, who in February agreed to serve as interim 
dean of GSAS.
 It was a time of unease, as Dean Allan Brandt, a much-
admired figure in the Harvard community, had announced 
that an illness would require him to step down in order to 
begin treatment. And it was a time when there was signifi-
cant business on the table: GSAS had yet to conclude its 
2012 admissions season, it was implementing an electronic 
dissertation submission system, and it was preparing for its 
major spring alumni events. A steady hand was needed, and 
there is none steadier than Tarrant, a scholar of deep com-
mitment, long experience, and a thorough understanding  
of the needs of the moment. 
 Tarrant served as acting dean in 1995–1996 and has been 
a friend to GSAS in many capacities in the years since. In 
one of his most notable roles, Tarrant helps to host the 
Graduate School’s annual Centennial Medals ceremony, 
reading the award citations in his rich baritone and lending 
the appropriate weight to this significant alumni honor.  
Tarrant presided again this year, seamlessly filling the roles 
of dean and chief orator.  
 Tarrant’s oratorical skills have become part of Harvard 
legend. As Chair of the Committee on Commencement 
Parts, he helps to select and prepare the three students who 
deliver Commencement speeches each year. He works most 
closely with the Latin Salutatory orator (this year, Michael 
Velchik), smoothing out grammar and pronunciation to 
ensure a flawless execution of this centuries-old tradition. 
In a series of intensive rehearsals in Tercentenary Theatre 
during the week before Commencement, he also coaches 
the other two speakers, the Senior English orator (Anthony 
Hernandez) and the Graduate English orator, who this 
year was Jonathan Service, a PhD candidate in East Asian 
languages and civilizations. 
 After his speech, Service credited Tarrant not just for 
the solid preparation — thematic and rhetorical — but for 
keeping him on track throughout. At a key moment, when 
Service said he nearly blanked on an upcoming line, Tarrant 
mouthed the words from his nearby perch on stage. Service 
didn’t skip a beat, and the crowd was enthralled (see page 5). 
 Keeping things on track is just what Tarrant did this 
spring, as the ongoing search for a permanent successor to 
Brandt proceeded under Faculty of Arts and Sciences Dean 
Michael Smith. Tarrant oversaw the completion of a record 
admissions season and provided leadership on substantial 
issues like parental accommodations for graduate students, 

Internet access to dissertations, and student governance. 
He welcomed more than 400 alumni back to campus for 
Alumni Day and a chemistry department reunion. And he 
shook the hands of more than 500 GSAS students as they 
received diplomas on stage at Sanders Theatre.
 “It has been a privilege and a joy to be a part of this com-
munity,” said Tarrant at an end-of-year GSAS staff meeting. 
The feeling is mutual.  

Tarrant Terrific

writer	
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Richard	Tarrant	
coached	this	year’s	
commencement	
orators	—		from	
left,	michael	velchik,	
Jonathan	Service,	and	
Anthony	Hernandez	
—	and	then	donned	
his	oxford	robes	to	
preside	over	the	GSAS	
diploma	ceremony.

Embracing his role as interim dean, a consummate Harvard citizen steadies the ship
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Q+ACecilia Rouse
A labor economist measures the real costs of a poor education in  
today’s global marketplace

When	a	student’s	journey	through	the	educational	system	ends	without	a	high	
school	diploma,	the	costs	are	heavy,	says	princeton	economist	cecilia	Rouse,	phD	
’92,	and	not	just	for	the	student	who	doesn’t	graduate.	The	economic	burden	of	
America’s	relatively	high	dropout	rate	is	felt	by	the	country	as	a	whole,	threatening	
long-term	economic	prospects	at	a	time	when	innovation	is	a	global	commodity.	
Rouse,	the	Lawrence	and	Shirley	katzman	and	Lewis	and	Anna	Ernst	professor	in	
the	Economics	of	Education,	argued	in	the	New York Times earlier	this	year	that	
president	barack	obama’s	proposal	to	make	high	school	graduation	compulsory	in	
every	state	(only	21	require	it	now)	won’t	do	enough	to	turn	the	tide;	interventions	
need	to	start	early,	and	reforms	must	target	not	only	the	students	but	their	parents,	
teachers,	and	school	systems.	
	 Rouse	is	accustomed	to	weighing	in	on	presidential	policy:	She	served	as	a	mem-
ber	of	obama’s	council	of	Economic	Advisers	from	2009	to	2011,	and	she	served	on	
the	National	Economic	council	under	president	bill	clinton	from	1998	to	1999.	A	past	
editor	of	the	Journal of Labor Economics	and	current	senior	editor	of	The Future 
of Children,	she	is	the	founding	director	of	the	princeton	university	Education	
Research	Section,	a	member	of	the	National	Academy	of	Education,	and	a	research	
associate	of	the	National	bureau	of	Economic	Research.	She’s	currently	looking	at	
the	efficacy	of	performance-based	scholarships	among	post-secondary	students,	
an	incentive	that	attempts	to	make	the	rewards	of	educational	achievement	more	
immediate	to	students	at	risk	of	dropping	out.	She	spoke	to	Colloquy about	the	
economics	of	education.	

Q+a id
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Cecilia Rouse, 
PhD ’92
field of stUdy: 

Economics
today: 

Princeton 
University’s 
Woodrow  
Wilson School

How big is the dropout problem in 
the uS? 
In 1970, the United States had the 
highest rate of high school and college 
graduation in the world. Today, the 
data show us slipping to number 21 in 
high school completion and number 15 
in college completion. While educated 
workers are key for economic growth, 
today only about 70 percent of ninth 
graders in the US will obtain even a 
high school diploma. The figures are 
even more sobering among blacks and 
Hispanics, where only about 55 percent 
receive a diploma. We’re falling behind 
other industrialized nations.  

what are the costs?  
The biggest cost of dropping out is to 
the individual, as over a lifetime a typi-
cal high school graduate will earn 50 

to 100 percent more than a nongradu-
ate.  People who don’t complete high 
school lack many of the skills that are 
in demand in the labor market today. 
As a result, they’re less likely to be em-
ployed — their rates of unemployment 
are two to three times higher than 
those for individuals with a college 
degree. And when they are employed, 
they’re not earning as much money.   
 The importance of education 
has increased with changes in our 
economy. As our economy has become 
more global, employers demand 
workers who do things that unskilled 
workers in other countries can’t do 
and, with technological change, things 
that machines can’t do either. Many of 
the skills that employers demand are 
obtained in school — in high school 
and, increasingly, in a post-secondary 

institution. That said, we have a big 
economy, and the labor market needs 
a lot of different kinds of people. 
There will always be a role for some 
less-skilled workers, but the plentiful 
jobs once accessible for less-educated 
workers are disappearing. 

Talk about the societal costs of 
high dropout rates. 
With no income or lower income, 
dropouts contribute less in terms of 
tax revenue and are more likely to need 
public assistance. And when job op-
portunities are not great, the criminal 
sector looks a lot more appealing, so 
there are additional social costs arising 
from the criminal justice system. 
 High school dropouts are less 
healthy, less likely to have health 
insurance, and more likely to draw on 
emergency care. And there’s an inter-
generational component: Their kids 
will have lower levels of educational 
attainment, which means that we will 
have another generation carrying some 
of the same burdens.



CoNVERSATIoN writer	
bari	Walsh
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what do we need to do to tackle 
this?
I think we are learning more every  
day about what kinds of interventions 
are successful. We know earlier inter-
ventions, far earlier than high school,  
can be quite effective. That’s why high-
quality preschool is so important, as 
is having excellent teachers in those 
early foundational grades, and smaller 
class sizes in the early grades.   
We are also seeing that students  
may learn more in smaller schools; 
there is recent evidence that suggests 
the smaller-school experiment in  
New York City resulted in higher 
graduation rates. 

Don’t these interventions demand 
fiscal resources that are in short 
supply these days?
Proven measures to increase gradua-
tion rates do require an investment, 
but the return to the individual and 
society would outweigh the costs. 
Working with Hank Levin and other 
colleagues at Teacher’s College [Co-
lumbia University], we estimated that 
for some of these effective interven-
tions, there would be a return of about 
$1.45 to $3.55 for every dollar of invest-
ment, depending on the intervention
 With this return on investment, 
over a lifetime each new graduate 
would confer a net return to taxpayers 
of nearly $130,000. So wise education-
al investments are actually much more 
economical than doing nothing. 

many are questioning the value 
of higher education these days, 
with tuition and student loan debt 
levels at record highs. 
I think some of that is a natural reac-
tion to the economic downturn, which 
affected college graduates to a greater 
degree than prior recessions. And yet 
even with the downturn, the economic 
value of college remained high. College 
graduates were still much less likely 
to become unemployed than those 
without a degree. 
 My research into the economic 
benefits of going to college often  

focuses on labor market outcomes 
such as income and wages. Even 
beyond that, there is additional value 
of higher education not captured in 
terms of income. As a society we need 
writers and teachers and people who 
curate museums. There are social 
benefits to higher education that go 
beyond the income level that these 
individuals achieve. 
 And the value can’t be fully cap-
tured in terms of immediate outcomes. 
For individuals who go on to college, 
their earnings right out of college can 
be lower than the earnings of high 
school graduates of the same age, but 
then they grow faster with time. 

After working in washington for 
President Clinton, how did you de-
cide to take the plunge and return? 
I wasn’t sure I wanted to go back, be-
cause my family was very settled, and I 

was very happy at Princeton. I wanted 
to support the President, but especial-
ly with a family, it’s a big sacrifice to go 
down to Washington. But a colleague 
of mine advised me that the beginning 
of an administration is like no other 
time — it’s when an administration is 
figuring out who it wants to be. There’s 
a lot of policy development, a lot of 
thinking about what we ought to be do-
ing as a country. It was an opportunity 
to think creatively. 
 And then of course we were in the 
midst of a huge economic crisis. It was 
heartbreaking to be there during the 
first few months as we were watching 
the jobs numbers: 800,000 jobs lost in 
a month — it was jaw dropping. So we 
spent a lot of time trying to diagnose 
the problem to find appropriate solu-
tions and also anticipate the issues 
that would be coming down the road.  

 One of the things I’m quite proud 
of is that during the fall of 2009, I 
started working on policies to address 
long-term unemployment, because 
we could see it was already becoming 
an issue. Some of those policies have 
now come to fruition: a broadening of 
work-sharing programs, self-employ-
ment assistance, linkages between 
community colleges and employers, 
federal investment to strengthen com-
munity colleges. I’m proud of the work 
we did on those issues. 

As a labor economist, what work-
place trends are you watching?
Workplace flexibility is a huge issue  
in the labor market, especially for 
working parents. 
 One of the challenges in thinking 
about it is that it’s not one size fits 
all. The way you build in flexibility in 
a manufacturing plant, where people 

need to be on site, may be very differ-
ent from how you build in flexibility in 
a call center, where people can work 
from home. 
 But some of the more forward-
looking manufacturing employers 
have nonetheless found ways to have a 
group of retirees or former employees 
who are available to step in if some-
body suddenly has a sick child or needs 
to take care of an elderly parent. Or 
employers are developing ways to train 
workers not only on their one task but 
upstream and downstream so that 
workers can help one another and be 
more flexible in the kind of jobs they 
do. There are ways to make the work-
place more flexible for workers, for 
those employers who are motivated to 
do so. And there’s growing evidence 
that these measures can be cost-effec-
tive.  

“It was heartbreaking to be there during the first  
few months as we were watching the numbers: 
800,000 jobs lost in a month — it was jaw dropping.”
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continued	for	eight	decades,	follow-
ing	participants	throughout	their	lives.	
Howard Friedman	(phD	’76,	social	
psychology)	and	Leslie	martin	draw	on	
this	data	for	The Longevity Project	
(Hudson	Street,	2011).	They	conclude	
that	there	is	no	single	key	to	long	life	—	
not	“broccoli,	medical	tests,	vitamins,	
or	jogging.”	far	more	significant	are	
“certain	constellations	of	habits	and	
patterns	of	living.”	conscientiousness	
is	strongly	associated	with	longevity;	
impulsiveness,	much	less	so.	Surpris-
ingly,	they	report	that	happiness	doesn’t	
predict	longevity,	challenging	much	
psychological	and	medical	research.	
The	book	is	thought-provoking.	but	the	
underlying	study	may	be	limited	by	its	
subjective	selection	criteria	(teachers	
were	asked	to	choose	their	“brightest”	
students),	small	size,	and	composition	
(virtually	all	white).

mount	Everest	continues	to	entice	
—	and	exact	its	toll.	(As	I	write,	cNN	
reports	three	more	Everest	fatalities.)	
So	why	climb	it?	Adventure?	Hubris?	
Jon	krakauer’s	Into Thin Air	highlighted	
rivalries	among	commercial	mountain	
guides.	climber	George	mallory,	who	in	
the	1920s	spearheaded	the	first	three	
british	expeditions,	famously	answered	
a	New York Times	reporter,	“because	it’s	
there.”	Wade Davis	(phD	’86,	organis-
mic	and	evolutionary	biology)	thinks	dif-
ferently.	He	tells	mallory’s	story	in	Into 
the Silence: The Great War, Mallory, 
and the Conquest of Everest	(knopf,	
2011),	a	superb	and	sweeping	narrative	
that	explains	the	early	Everest	expedi-
tions	—	and	mallory’s	1924	death	—	in	
terms	of	a	“grand	imperial	gesture”	and	
as	a	response	to	the	chastening	carnage	
of	the	first	World	War.	

Hide and Seek	(Zone	books,	2012)	
explores	the	cat-and-mouse	realm	of	
reconnaissance	(especially	photo-
graphic	reconnaissance)	and	the	various	
camouflage	techniques	meant	to	outwit	
it.	Hanna Rose Shell	(Ab	’99,	phD	
’07,	history	of	science)	focuses	on	World	
Wars	I	and	II,	discussing	the	ideas	of	
American	painter	Abbott	Thayer,	the	

Mark Warren (Ab	’77,	phD	’95,	sociol-
ogy)	and	Karen Mapp	(EdD	’99)	are	
scholar-activists	troubled	by	the	inequi-
ties	in	American	education,	which	con-
tribute	to	a	system	in	which	roughly	half	
of	all	blacks	and	Latinos	don’t	graduate	
from	high	school	with	their	peers,	and	
only	13%	of	Latinos	earn	college	degrees,	
among	other	alarming	statistics.	In		
A Match on Dry Grass	(oxford	uni-
versity,	2011),	they	hold	out	community	
organizing	as	the	remedy.	After	a	review	
of	community	organizing	history	and	
strategies,	the	authors	(and	their	doc-
toral	students	at	the	Graduate	School	
of	Education)	present	six	team-written,	
chapter-length	case	studies	reporting	
on	the	experiences	of	local	community	
organizations	from	the	bronx	to	San	
Jose.	particularly	evocative	is	kenneth	
Russell	and	mara	casey	Tieken’s	chapter	
on	Southern	Echo,	a	social-action	group	
deep	in	the	mississippi	Delta.	

Violence, Nonviolence, and the 
Palestinian National Movement	
(cambridge	university,	2011)	analyzes	
how	internal	dynamics	affect	a	protest	
movement’s	proclivity	to	violence.	
Wendy Pearlman	(phD	’07,	political	
science)	contrasts	the	first	Intifada	
(1987–1993),	which	involved	little	deadly	
violence,	with	the	far	bloodier	Second	
Intifada	(2000–ca.	2005).	pearlman	
reviews	conventional	explanations	for	
movement	tactics	(and	recourse	to	
violence),	including	rational	calcula-
tion,	reactive	response	to	events,	and	
cultural	proclivities.	but	she	emphasizes	
the	effect	of	movement	cohesion	or	
fragmentation	on	tactical	choices.	The	
palestinians’	organizational	weakness	
under	the	british	mandate	ultimately	
encouraged	violence.	In	1988,	a	strong	
leadership	coalition	helped	restrain	
the	first	Intifada.	by	2000,	internecine	
rivalries	undermined	unity	and	helped	
catalyze	violent	protests.	

In	an	era	when	historians	prefer	micro-
dissection,	New York at War	(basic	
books,	2012)	—	a	four-century	account	
of	New	York	city	—	is	one	bold	under-
taking.	The	idea	came	to	Steven Jaffe	
(phD	’89,	history)	after	9/11.	He	unfolds	
his	story	—	from	the	1609	killing	of	John	
colman	(a	sailor	with	explorer	Henry	
Hudson)	by	Lenape	Indians	to	contem-
porary	terrorism	—	in	clear,	no-non-
sense	prose.	Though	he	says	little	about	
the	mexican	and	Spanish-American	
Wars,	his	accounts	of	the	Revolution,	the	
civil	War,	and	20th-century	New	York	
are	nuanced	and	richly	detailed	—	as	in	
the	story	of	mary	Sharmat	and	Janice	
Smith,	young	mothers	who	refused	to	
enter	fallout	shelters	with	their	children	
during	a	city-wide	1959	civil	defense	drill	
and	helped	spark	a	movement	against	
the	arms	race.	

Not	so	long	ago,	pairing	“Emerson”	and	
“political”	would	have	seemed	more	
like	an	oxymoron	than	a	research	topic.	
but	A Political Companion to Ralph 
Waldo Emerson	(university	of	ken-
tucky,	2011)	makes	a	compelling	case	for	
reassessing	Emerson’s	political	thought.	
Rejecting	the	long-prevalent	view	that	
his	individualism	effectively	precluded	
political	action,	these	essays	—	edited	
by	Alan M. Levine	(phD	’94,	govern-
ment)	and	Daniel	S.	malachuk	—	depict	
an	activist	Emerson	who	even	took	the	
stump	for	free	Soil	and	Republican	
candidates.	Drawing	on	addresses	that	
were	kick-started	by	the	fugitive	Slave	
Act	of	1850	(which,	in	Emerson’s	words,	
“forced	us	all	into	politics”),	these	es-
says	explore	his	responses	to	slavery,	
sectionalism,	and	war	—	as	well	as	his	ef-
forts	to	reconcile	individual	self-reliance	
with	larger,	impersonal	forces.

In	1921,	psychologist	Lewis	Terman	
began	studying	roughly	1,500	california	
schoolchildren.	Incredibly,	research	

AlumNI BookS reviewer	
James	clyde	Sellman,		
phD	’93,	history
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role	of	camouflage	netting,	and	the		
shift	from	a	static	model	of	camouflage	
to	what	Shell	terms	“dynamic	camou-
flage”	—	extending	the	principles	of		
concealment,	for	example,	to	move-
ments	of	individuals	or	larger	units.	In	
addition,	the	author	locates	her	subject	
in	popular	culture,	citing	monty	python’s	
1971	parody	“How	Not	to	be	Seen,”	the	
1987	Arnold	Schwarzenegger	film		
Predator,	and	first-person-shooter	
video	games.	She	also	addresses	epis-
temological	issues,	demonstrating	the	
special	efficacy	of	semiotic	theory	to	
camouflage	studies.

Late-19th-century	populism	has	enjoyed	
a	historical	redemption.	Long	ridiculed	
(cue	“Sockless”	Jerry	Simpson	and	mary	
Lease,	exhorting	farmers	to	“raise	less	
corn	and	more	hell”)	or	condemned	(as	
in	Richard	Hofstadter’s	anti-intellectu-
als),	it	has	won	a	new	respectability.	The 
University and the People	(university	
of	Wisconsin,	2011)	is	an	insightful	and	
balanced	contribution	to	this	reassess-
ment. Scott Gelber (phD	’08,	history	
of	American	civilization)	challenges	the	
view	that	populists	were	anti-intellectual	
bigots	opposed	to	education.	He	tells	
the	story	of	land-grant	colleges	(such	
as	the	future	kansas	State	university)	
reorganized	by	short-lived	populist	state	
governments	and	recounts	populist	
concerns	that	college	education	be	ac-
cessible	(through	low	tuition,	extensive	
scholarships,	and	remedial	programs	for	
rural	students	with	less	academic	prepa-
ration).	o	populists!	where	are	you	now?

Shattering Culture: American 
Medicine Responds to Cultural 
Diversity	(Russell	Sage,	2011)	examines	
the	impact	of	culture	on	clinical	practice	
and	in	treatment	outcomes	for	patients	
of	different	racial,	ethnic,	and	religious	
backgrounds.	This	volume	takes	a	
detailed,	ethnographic	approach	to	its	
subject	matter,	interviewing	and	analyz-
ing	the	experiences	of	providers,	medi-
cal	interpreters,	chaplains,	and	patients.	
According	to	editors	Mary-Jo 
Delvecchio Good (phD	’77,	soci-
ology),	Sarah	Willen,	Seth Donal 

The American Bible	(Harperone,	
2012)	is	a	provocative,	brilliantly	real-
ized	illumination	of	American	values	
by	means	of	excerpted	historical	
documents.	Stephen Prothero	
(phD	’90,	sociology	and	study	of	
religion)	organizes	the	book	into	
sections	evoking	the	bible	—	“Gen-
esis”	(which	includes	the	Declaration	
of	Independence),	“psalms”	(with	
“The	Star-Spangled	banner”	and	
Woody	Guthrie’s	“This	Land	Is	Your	
Land”),	“prophets”	(Thoreau’s	“civil	
Disobedience”	is	here),	and	so	on.	
Yet	prothero’s	vision	of	our	secular	
faith	is	no	unitary	“American	creed.”	
These	documents	matter,	he	says,	
because	we	believe	they’re	worth	
arguing	about.	Some	selections	
are	predictable:	John	Winthrop’s	
“city	upon	a	hill,”	the	constitution,	
and	martin	Luther	king’s	“I	Have	a	
Dream”	speech.	others	are	edgier:	
Roe v. Wade,	Eisenhower	on	the	
“military-industrial	complex,”	and	
Ayn	Rand’s	Atlas Shrugged.	
	 of	course,	it’s	hard	not	to	second-
guess	the	choices	(as	prothero	must	
have	expected).	Longfellow’s	“paul	
Revere”	is	here	but	not	Emerson’s	
“Self-Reliance.”	Eighteenth-century	
women	are	represented	by	one	
line	from	Abigail	Adams	(“Remem-
ber	the	ladies”),	but	not	by	Judith	
Sargent	murray’s	1790	essay	“on	the	
Equality	of	the	Sexes.”	but	these	are	
quibbles.	particularly	impressive	are	
the	excerpted,	chronological	com-
mentaries	that	invoke,	critique,	or	
tussle	over	each	text.	(for	the	biblical	
Exodus	story,	commentators	range	
from	benjamin	franklin	to	W.E.b.	Du	
bois,	cecil	b.	Demille,	and	feminist	
theologian	mary	Daly.)	

Hannah (phD	’11),	ken	vickery,	and	
Lawrence	Taeseng	park,	culture-based	
disparities	in	care	are	complicated	by	a	
new	development:	hyperdiversity.	cul-
ture	isn’t	a	simple	category	or	checklist.	
but	now,	the	authors	stress,	it’s	even	
murkier:	A	patient	can	be	multiracial,	
polyethnic,	or	bi-	(even	tri-)	religious.	

When	he	died	in	2007	at	age	57,	Roy 
Rosenzweig	(phD	’78,	history)	was	a	
respected	historian	of	American	labor,	
society,	and	culture	—	as	exemplified	by	
Eight Hours for What We Will: Workers 
and Leisure in an Industrial City, 1870–
1920	(1978),	his	study	of	working-class	
Worcester,	massachusetts.	Rosenzweig	
also	made	important	contributions	to	
newer	fields	like	public	history.	but	argu-
ably	his	greatest	legacy	will	be	his	work	
at	the	nexus	of	history	and	information	
technology.	Clio Wired (columbia	
university,	2011)	collects	some	of	the	
best	of	these	pieces,	written	between	
1994	and	2006.	They	range	from	the	re-
flective	and	programmatic	(for	example,	
a	fascinating	critique	of	history	à	la	
Wikipedia)	to	the	practical,	instructive,	
and	do-it-yourself	(such	as	“collecting	
History	online,”	cowritten	with	Daniel 
Cohen,	mTS	’92).	

Being There: Learning to Live 
Cross-Culturally (Harvard	university,	
2011)	is	a	fine	collection	of	essays,	edited	
by	Sara	H.	Davis	and	Melvin Konner	
(phD	’73,	anthropology;	mD	’85),	that		
explore	the	encounters	between	
academics	(anthropologists,	mainly)	
and	their	subjects.	Such	encounters	
are	complex	and	reciprocal,	involving	
intricate	emotional	cross-shadings	
and	the	occasional	misstep	or	pratfall.	
(melissa	fay	Greene	recounts	one	
embarrassing	incident	in	East	Africa	in	
which	she	set	herself	up	to	be	bitten	by	a	
vervet	monkey.)	Yet	the	essays	empha-
size	profoundly	human	connections,	as	
when	Lila	Abu-Lughod,	who	lived	with	a	
bedouin-Egyptian	family,	recalls	the	
kinship	she	felt	with	the	family	patriarch.			

3D?

Alumni	authors:	Would	you	like	your	book	(general	interest,	published	
within	the	past	year)	considered	for	inclusion?	Send	it	to	Colloquy,	
Harvard	Graduate	School	of	Arts	and	Sciences,	Holyoke	center	350,		
1350	massachusetts	Avenue,	cambridge,	mA	02138.		
Questions?	E-mail	gsaa@fas.harvard.edu.
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Malaria
dyann Wirth is leadinG an inteGrated teaM of scientists, clinicians, and pUblic health eXperts 

deterMined to eradicate a stUbborn eneMy

By KenricK Vezina  |  illustration By jason holley

Daria Van Tyne bends over a crimson disc, her gloved hand swing-
ing the tip of a pipette in circles to agitate a mixture of substrate and  
human blood that fills the petri dish. It’s not apparent, but she’s a foot 
soldier in a war that has been raging for decades. With the press of  
a trigger, the red mixture is drawn up, and with it thousands of single-
celled parasites. These are Plasmodium falciparum, the deadliest of 
several Plasmodium species that cause malaria.
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Dyann Wirth Portrait
(Ben Gebo Photo)

cally,” says Wirth, “this is a 50-year project.”
 The previous push to eradicate malaria worldwide 
— after World War II, spurred by the discovery of the 
game-changing drug chloroquine, and on the heels of 
successful eradication in the American Southeast — can 
best be described as carpet-bombing. (Military metaphors 
seem de rigueur in any discussion of the malaria problem.) 
Drugs were distributed liberally, swamps were doused in 
pesticides, and no heed was paid to a fundamental facet of 
evolution. “We were putting a tremendous amount of pres-
sure on malaria,” Wirth says — on the parasites that cause it 
and the mosquitoes that deliver it. But the harder you try to 
eradicate a species, the more evolutionary impetus there is 
for it to evolve and develop ways to survive. The only lasting 
effect of the carpet-bombing, it turned out, was widespread 
drug resistance in the malaria parasites and insecticide re-
sistance in their hosts. As Wirth puts it, we were in a battle 
with the disease and suddenly found that “the bullets no 
longer worked.” 
 At present, there is only one bullet left that is fully 
effective: artemesinin, introduced in 2005. There are no 
fallbacks should resistance to this drug become widespread. 
Plasmodium, we now know, has tremendous variability in 
its genome and in its capacity to reproduce and recombine 
genetic material very quickly, both of which lend it an  
evolutionary nimbleness that makes brute medicinal force 
highly ineffective. 
 “We still have the same two tools [antimalarial drugs and 
insecticides] that we had in the 1950s,” explains Wirth. So 
what do we do? “Understanding the parasite and its biology 
is critical,” she says. Her lab has identified areas of the Plas-
modium falciparum genome with markedly lower variability 
than the rest. These areas are likely to have been subjected 
to some very powerful evolutionary force — such as that 
instigated by the previous eradication effort. Indeed, lab 
members have already identified the gene responsible for 
the chloroquine resistance that rendered previous efforts 
moot, and they are using this method to suss out more of 
the secrets of the parasite’s resistance.
 Now the team hopes to identify burgeoning resistance 
early enough to give clinicians time to change their ap-
proach. Rachel Daniels, another PhD student in the lab,  
uses the genomic data to study the population structure 
of the parasite. Scientists can get an idea of transmission 
rates, for example, by looking at the rate of recombination 
of genetic material in a given population. Knowing where 
transmission is especially high could yield policies to coor-
dinate limited resources and prevent the rapid spread  
of resistant populations.
 This work is very much a team effort. Van Tyne spends  
a large part of her time tending to the needs of these cul-
tured parasites — a process she describes with cheerful 
irony as “pampering.” If she leaves the petri dishes alone, 
even for a weekend, the cultured parasites could outstrip 

 Van Tyne is a GSAS PhD student in the Wirth Lab at 
the Harvard School of Public Health, part of a large team 
of graduate students, postdocs, faculty, and clinicians led 
by Dyann Wirth, chair of the Department of Immunology 
and Infectious Diseases. The lab is the epicenter of the 
global fight against malaria, conducting groundbreaking 
explorations of the Plasmodium genome and developing 
technologies to identify the mechanisms responsible for the 
parasite’s wily adaptability. It is at the scientific vanguard 
of a new push to eliminate those Plasmodium species that 
cause 216 million cases of malaria and an estimated 655,000 
deaths each year, according to the World Health Organiza-
tion. An old disease, less headline-grabbing than Ebola or 
bird flu, malaria nonetheless places a dramatic burden on 
the health and economies of countries — some of the poor-
est in the world — where it is ingrained.
 Wirth and her students stand out among their peers 
for having a strongly integrative understanding of malaria. 
Their collaborators — from Harvard, the Broad Institute, 
and labs and treatment centers around the world — include 
molecular biologists, geneticists, computational biologists, 
chemists, statisticians, and epidemiologists. Wirth knows 
it’s not simply a parasite she and her colleagues must con-
tend with. On the genetic side of things, there are human 
host, parasite, and mosquito vector genomes in play. At the 
political level, there is a parasite that ignores country bor-
ders and demands cooperation among neighbors. And then 
there are the technical, economic, and logistical concerns: 
how to get what is needed (bed nets, medications, vaccines) 
where it needs to be when it needs to be there. “Realisti-
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Dyann	Wirth	in	her	lab	
at	the	Harvard	School	
of	public	Health
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the available resources in the dish and kill themselves via 
overpopulation.
 In a chamber downstairs, an insectary is breeding mos-
quitoes for use in experiments to better study malaria trans-
mission. Inside, the air is thick: warm and humid. Cloth 
cages teem with mosquitoes, and rack upon rack of shallow 
dishes hold their fidgety, comma-shaped aquatic larvae. 
 Meanwhile, other members of the Wirth Lab are picking 
apart the genetic identity of Van Tyne’s charges, sequenc-
ing the DNA of numerous individual parasites and pulling 
together a picture of the entire Plasmodium falciparum ge-
nome. The lab takes samples each year from the field, from 
a clinic in Senegal, so that the malaria parasites they work 
with are as close to their natural state as possible.
 In nature, the parasites spend their lives inside one of 
two hosts: human or Anopheles mosquito. When an infected 
mosquito draws blood, a spore-like form of the parasite 
hitches a ride in the mosquito’s saliva. Inside the human 
body, those parasites move straight to the liver, where they 
set up shop safe from the human immune system. They 
multiply asexually, and once this liver population reaches 
critical mass — days or weeks or months later, depending 
on the parasite species and the individual infection — a new 
crop of parasite cells, merozoites, enters the bloodstream 
and begins to invade red blood cells. One parasite to a cell, 
they clone themselves again and again, until a terrible act of 
coordination brings them all bursting out of their red blood 
cells to begin another cycle of infection. This time, a much 
larger number of parasites infects a much larger number of 
red blood cells.
 In humans, the Plasmodium cells reproduce only clon-
ally. A given infection is essentially the same individual 
parasite reproduced to the size of population. Eventually, 
some of these individuals break out of the asexual loop, 
transforming into male and female gametocytes (sex cells) 
and entering the bloodstream to wait for the lucky bite of 
a mosquito. It’s only once they’re in a mosquito’s gut that 
the parasites reproduce sexually, gaining the potential to 
reshuffle their own genetic material or combine it with that 
of another individual-population. 
 This complicated life cycle is both a boon and a burden 
to the war effort. It makes rearing malaria in the lab particu-
larly tricky, but it offers numerous targets for intervention. 
The problem is coordinating these efforts. For instance, 
“if we bottleneck the parasite at transmission, what if the 
parasite becomes much more effective at being transmit-
ted?” asks Wirth. At this point, she explains, many of the 
challenges are civil and societal ones. We have the tools to 
kill the parasite and control its vector. What we haven’t had 
is an integrated approach.
 For example, Sri Lanka went from a handful of cases in 
1963 to a million in 1985, says Wirth. Governments and poli-
cymakers don’t necessarily understand malaria’s potential 
for explosive growth and don’t have a grasp of its biology. 

Photo in lab with PhD  
students and possibly  
Dyann
(Ben Gebo Photo)

When a country has all of a half-dozen cases, she explains, 
it’s easy to see why its leaders might decide there are more 
pressing problems than malaria. Funds dry up.
 “For people in malarial regions, it is a fact of life. The no-
tion of eradication is radical,” says Wirth. (As Van Tyne puts 
it: “Malaria’s been around forever and a half.”) A big part 
of the challenge is convincing people that this is a disease 
that can be conquered, not a permanent feature of their 
landscape. As such, Wirth’s lab frequently hosts visitors 
from other countries and collaborators who can shed light 
on the local realities of trying to implement new methods 
of malaria control. Daniels cites, for instance, the challenge 
of convincing Buddhist populations in malarial regions that 
killing mosquitoes en masse might be permissible for the 
sake of public health.
 This fall, Wirth will begin a tenure as chair of the Harvard 
Integrated Life Sciences program, a consortium of PhD 
programs in the life sciences meant to foster collaboration 
across departments. This seems a natural progression for 
a woman who has a singular talent for bringing together 
people from all walks of science and life to wage war on one 
of humankind’s oldest epidemics. “If you were to sit down 
and draw a tree of malaria researchers, it’s amazing how 
many of them come back to Dyann,” says Daniels. But Wirth 
rejects the spotlight: “Graduate students are critical to 
any scientific endeavor, but particularly in this area where 
there’s still so much unknown, and the technology is chang-
ing very rapidly.” 
 In spite of the turbulent history of eradication efforts 
and the sheer resilience of the malaria parasite, she is stead-
fast in her optimism. “The current state is hopeful. We are 
at a very important time — we can now demonstrate that 
this is a curable, treatable disease,” says Wirth, a four-star 
general mapping out her battle plan.   
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sandra Moose, PhD '68, joined other alumni in the  
audience for the keynote address.

When more than 300 alumni of the 
Graduate School of Arts and Sci-
ences returned to campus on April 
14 for Alumni Day, that annual rite 
of spring, the intellectual fare on 
offer was — as ever — challenging 
and ambitious. if the seven Harvard 
faculty members who delivered 
talks that day thought they might 
relax in front of the friendly and 
attentive crowd, they soon learned 
they wouldn’t be let off the hook 
quite so easily. 
 This is an audience that shows 
its bona fides. With active in-ses-
sion questioning and enthusiastic 
post-talk corralling, GSAS alumni 
encountered faculty members as 
colleagues, collaboratively engaging 
in topics ranging from the environ-
ment and market design to genetics 
and social policy. Along the way, 
they debated some of contempo-
rary society’s thorniest problems 
— nourished, of course, by lunch at 
the Harvard Faculty Club.  

New Perspectives,
on Familiar Ground
Annual spring gathering draws alumni back 
to Cambridge to reconnect and recharge  Professor of Genetics 

ting wu, aB ’76, PhD ’85, 
drew a large audience 
for her exploration of 
genetic conservation, 
a talk she subtitled 
“mystery and politics in 
the genome.”

Past 
brought rain, snow, and 
all manner of weather, 
but this year, warm 
temperatures beckoned 
guests outside for the 
afternoon reception

Biologist charles 
Davis talked about 
climate-related 
vegetation change 
at walden Pond.

lunch in the conservatory room, Harvard faculty club
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andra Moose, PhD '68, joined other alumni in the  

climate	change:		
The	Next	100-Year	War
A sobering assessment — and a path forward — from 
one of Harvard’s leading climatologists

When	it	comes	to	thorny	contemporary	problems,	no	other	
selection	from	the	day’s	stimulating	roster	of	faculty	topics	
fits	that	description	more	aptly	than	the	keynote	address	by	
Sturgis Hooper Professor of Geology Daniel P. Schrag,	
the	director	of	the	Harvard	university	center	for	the	Envi-
ronment.	Schrag	knew	that	a	discussion	of	climate	change	
would	seem	particularly	topical,	with	broad	swaths	of	the	
country	in	the	midst	of	the	warmest	stretch	of	early-spring	
weather	on	record.	“We’ve	never	seen	a	weather	pattern	like	
this	before,”	he	said	bluntly,	describing	his	six-week-early	
roses.	“Things	are	strange.”	(Truth	be	told,	the	weather	gen-
erated	much	happiness	later	in	the	day,	allowing	an	outdoor	
reception	on	the	patio	at	the	faculty	club.)
	 Schrag’s	talk,	entitled	“The	Question	of	Nature:	A	
Geological	perspective	on	Human-Induced	climate	
change,”	was	a	straightforward,	sobering,	and	fascinating	
examination	of	the	impact	of	fossil-fuel	consumption	on	
the	environment.	offering	a	geological	perspective	on	past	
climate	cycles	as	a	way	to	begin	to	predict	the	changes	to	
come,	Schrag	said	it	was	the	pace	of	change	—	the	speed	at	
which	carbon	dioxide	levels	are	rising	—	that	makes	future	
impact	ominous	but	difficult	to	specify.	As	co2	continues	to	
rise,	and	the	Earth	warms,	there	will	be	winners	and	losers,	
Schrag	said.	“What	we’re	actually	doing	is	a	geologically	
profound	experiment	on	the	planet.”		
	 controlling	that	experiment	will	take	a	combination	of	
large-scale	behavioral	change	—	making	it	socially	unac-
ceptable	to	advocate	for	coal	as	an	energy	source,	for	
instance	—	and	technological	innovation.	In	neither	case	will	
change	come	quickly.	“This	is	a	100-year	war,”	he	said,	refer-
ring	to	the	mechanics	of	adapting	to	a	low-carbon	economy.	
“We	will	be	struggling	with	this	for	generations.”

You can watch Daniel Schrag’s keynote address for GSAS 
Alumni Day 2012 on Harvard’s YouTube channel:  
www.youtube.com/Harvard.		 	

Professor of Genetics 
B ’76, PhD ’85, 

drew a large audience 

“mystery and politics in 

Dan Johnson, aM ’82, aM 
'84, dines under the watchful 
eyes of Harvard forebears.

Past alumni Days have 
brought rain, snow, and 
all manner of weather, 
but this year, warm 
temperatures beckoned 
guests outside for the 
afternoon reception.	



cheMical bondinG 
Positive connections at a spring reunion 
for graduate chemistry alumni 

alumni, faculty, postdocs, and students mingled at a festive 
celebration of the Department of chemistry and chemical 
Biology in april, on a day that included a series of talks on the 
latest topics in physical and organic chemistry.
 the event, held the day before the Gsas alumni Day, 
began with an informal tour of the department and a chance 
for alumni to meet current graduate students and postdocs. 
the official proceedings kicked off with a luncheon at loeb 
House, where Professor Matthew shair, the codirector  
of graduate studies in ccB, welcomed reunioners and col-
leagues. the lunch provided an occasion to mark the 75th 
birthday of beloved Professor Yoshito Kishi, with a toast by 
colleagues and former students and a gift of flowers from  
his postdocs.
 following the luncheon, the group made its way back 
through the Yard to oxford street, noting the many new 
facilities that seemed to spring up in all directions, anchored 
by at least one unchanging landmark, the facade of the 
Mallinckrodt building.
 an immersive series of tED-style talks followed, under 
the rubric of “science in 15 Minutes.” with the department’s 
senior leaders on hand, including Elias J. corey and George 
whitesides delivering introductions, faculty working at the 
vanguard of the field delivered talks that revealed the tre-
mendous energy and spirit of discovery that characterizes 
ccB today. 

Professor Xiaowei Zhuang

conversation at 

Mingling in Bauer 
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 Professor Joanna aizenberg

Professor stuart schreiber,  
PhD ’81, raises a toast to his senior 
colleague, Yoshito Kishi.

George whitesides, 
aB ’60, the woodford 
l. and ann a. flowers 
university Professor, 
introduced the morn-
ing session.

conversation at loeb House

Mingling in Bauer lounge between sessions



Many  

happy 
retUrns

Faces of Alumni Day, 
clockwise from top left:
1.	Samuel	myers,	phD	’49,	
and	Andrea	mickle
2.	James	L.	poage,	phD	’72,	
and	John	fan,	phD	’72
3.	Rodney	boyum,	phD	’97	
4.	marilyn	J.	Harte	and	
kenneth	Harte,	phD	’65
5.	Andrea	Larson,	phD	’88,	
at	right,	with	a	fellow	guest
6.	Scott	kominers,	phD	’11
7.	Laura	Dawes,	phD	’10	
and	mateo	munoz,	phD	
student	in	history	of	
science
8.	cheryl	clark,	phD	’83,	
and	Danny	brundage
9.	cammi	valdez,	phD	
student	in	biological	and	
biomedical	sciences
10.	Homer	Hagedorn,	phD	
’55,	and	professor	James	
Hogle,	Dudley	House	
master
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The Americanist
Daniel Aaron 
phD	’43,	history	of	American	civilization

To win the Centennial Medal in his 100th year seems only 
fitting for a man who “literally embodies the American 
Studies century,” says Professor Werner Sollors of his long-
time friend and colleague, literary historian Daniel Aaron, 
the Victor S. Thomas Professor of English and American 
Literature, Emeritus, at Harvard.
 Aaron, who still works daily in his Barker Center office, 
is “a chief founder of the discipline of American Studies in 
the United States and abroad,” says Helen Vendler, the A. 
Kingsley Porter University Professor in the Department 

of English. He “advocated the scholarly study of American 
authors at a time when universities still emphasized English 
and European literature.” As the founding president of the 
Library of America, he recognized, with his friend Edmund 
Wilson and others, “the need to create a series that would 
encompass all of our nation’s best and most significant 
writing in handsome, enduring volumes intended for a wide 
public, a kind of American Pléiade,” says Cheryl Hurley, 
the Library’s president. The Library of America has now 
published more than 200 authoritative editions of Ameri-
can classics, remaining committed — as Hurley says — “to 
Dan’s vision of bringing all the richness, the range, and the 
variety of American writing to readers everywhere.”
 Aaron was the first person to earn a Harvard PhD in 
the history of American civilization. For decades — first at 
Smith College, and for the last 40 years at Harvard — he has 
been among the country’s foremost scholars of Ameri-
can culture, and his “freshness of spirit, zeal for learning, 
amazing self-discipline, and generosity of imagination set 
a daunting standard for all of us,” says Andrew Delbanco, 
AB ’73, PhD ’80, Columbia University’s Mendelson Family 
Chair of American Studies.
 Aaron’s 40-plus books include Writers on the Left: 
Episodes in American Literary Communism (1961),  The 
Unwritten War: American Writers and the Civil War (1973), 
American Notes: Selected Essays (1994), and his captivating 
2007 intellectual memoir The Americanist.
 He is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences and a member of the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters. He received the National Humanities Medal in 2010 
for his contributions to American literature and culture.

HIGH ACHIEVERS
The	centennial	medal	recognizes	
the	lasting	impact,	vital	contribu-
tions	of	leading	alumni

The	centennial	medal	is	the	highest	honor	
awarded	by	the	Graduate	School	of	Arts	and	
Sciences,	given	annually	on	the	day	before	
commencement	to	celebrate	the	achieve-
ments	of	a	select	group	of	Harvard	university’s	
most	accomplished	alumni.	The	medal	was	first	
awarded	in	June	1989,	on	the	occasion	of	the	
100th	anniversary	of	the	founding	of	GSAS.	
	 The	design	of	the	centennial	medal	reflects	
both	the	values	of	the	Graduate	School	and	the	
accomplishments	that	the	medal	celebrates.	
on	one	side,	a	figure	representing	Truth	
pours	water	from	two	bowls,	symbolizing	the	
wellspring	of	knowledge	and	potential.	on	the	
other,	palm	and	laurel	branches	symbolize	vic-
tory	and	enduring	productivity.

“for a lifetime 
of scholarship 
that interprets 
America to 
Americans and 
to the world...”



The Soldier-Statesman
Karl Eikenberry 
AM ’81, regional studies–East Asia

Karl Eikenberry, who served as US ambassador to Afghani-
stan from 2009 to 2011, is the “very model of a modern 
soldier-statesman,” says Graham Allison, the Douglas 
Dillon Professor of Government at the Harvard Kennedy 
School, with a nod to Gilbert and Sullivan. 
 Eikenberry, a graduate of the US Military Academy at 
West Point, is now the Payne Distinguished Lecturer at 
the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies at 
Stanford. He had a 35-year career in the Army, retiring as 
lieutenant general in 2009 when President Obama tapped 
him to lead the diplomatic mission in Afghanistan. 
 His involvement with that country has been long and 
deep. Prior to becoming ambassador, he was deputy chair-
man of the NATO Military Committee in Brussels, where 
he was heavily involved in the mission in Afghanistan, and 
regularly traveled there. From 2005 to 2007, he guided mili-
tary efforts on the ground as commander of US-led coalition 
forces, and earlier, he served as US security coordinator and 
chief of the Office of Military Cooperation in Kabul, where 
he aided efforts to establish and strengthen the Afghan 
army and police force. “Karl was given extremely difficult 
assignments in Afghanistan,” says his Harvard mentor Ezra 
Vogel, the Henry Ford II Professor of the Social Sciences, 
Emeritus. “He has, under trying circumstances, provided 
assistance to the Afghan government and Afghan people and 
leadership to Americans in Afghanistan.”
 Over the course of his career, Eikenberry served in key 
strategy, policy, and political-military positions, including 
as director of strategic planning and policy for the US  

Pacific Command in Hawaii, as defense attaché at the 
United States Embassy in Beijing, and as the Defense  
Department’s senior country director for China, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, and Mongolia. 
 “Integrity, service, honor, commitment, decency, intel-
ligence. Karl Eikenberry embodies what it means to be an 
American patriot,” says Stephen Krasner, PhD ’72, the Gra-
ham H. Stuart Professor of International Relations at Stan-
ford. Indeed, his service and achievements have resulted in 
a long list of military and diplomatic honors, including the 
Defense Distinguished Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, 
and the Bronze Star. 

 

The Great Equalizer
Nancy Hopkins
AB ’64, PhD ’71, biochemistry and molecular 
biology

Nancy Hopkins, the Amgen, Inc. Professor of Biology at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, can take great sat-
isfaction in the two revolutions she has helped to lead over 
the course of her career. One is the revolution of molecular 
biology, which she knew early on would transform our un-
derstanding of the world. And the second is the revolution 
in the roles and aspirations of women in the academy.
 Hopkins, a member of the National Academy of Sciences 
and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, started her 
career in unusually rarified circumstances — as a Radcliffe 
undergraduate in the lab of James D. Watson, who had won 
the Nobel Prize for discovering the structure of DNA. She 
worked initially with bacterial viruses, in a successful effort 
led by former Harvard professor Mark Ptashne, PhD ’68, to 
isolate the lambda phage repressor, a protein that controls 
gene expression. In a series of significant findings, she went 
on to demonstrate how the repressor binds to DNA.
 She joined the faculty of MIT’s Center for Cancer Re-
search in 1973 (now the Koch Institute, where she remains), 
building a successful program in mouse RNA tumor viruses. 
Later, she deftly navigated another professional switch, mak-
ing fundamental discoveries in the genetics of vertebrate 
behavior, using the newly emerging model of the zebrafish.
 But Hopkins is equally known for promoting equality of 
opportunity for women. She was the prime mover behind 
the influential “MIT Report on Women in Science,” which 
in the late 1990s prompted the Institute to acknowledge a 
pattern of bias and begin reforms. Other universities fol-
lowed suit, and her advocacy led to a prolonged period of 
reflection at Harvard and around the country.
 “She doesn’t look like a revolutionary,” says her friend 
and colleague Lotte Bailyn, PhD ’56, the T Wilson (1953) 
Professor of Management at MIT’s Sloan School. “Nor was 
she the first person to document the situation of women 

“for wise  
and brave 
leadership in 
enormously 
challenging 
times and 
places...”
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faculty in science. But she was extraordinarily careful in her 
research, relentless and fearless, and she was the first to 
get her report noticed, responded to, reported on the front 
page of the New York Times, and acknowledged at the White 
House — and so she was the originator of a revolution that 
continues to this day.”
 “Her insistence on equal recognition and support of 
women in science has opened doors for thousands of wom-
en to contribute to society,” says her longtime colleague, 
Nobel Prize–winning molecular biologist Phillip Sharp, the 
Institute Professor at MIT. “Leaders pay a price for blazing a 
trail, but they live in the success of those who follow. Nancy 
is a special leader.” 

The Global Thinker
Robert Keohane
phD	’66,	government

Robert Keohane, professor of public and international affairs 
at Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson School, is 
among the most influential and respected theorists of world 
politics and power.
 Keohane, who before Princeton taught at Swarthmore, 
Duke, Stanford, Brandeis, and Harvard, has been president 
of the American Political Science Association and the In-
ternational Studies Association “and is consistently ranked 
as the most influential scholar of international relations 
by Foreign Policy magazine,” says his longtime friend and 
collaborator Joseph Nye, PhD ’64, University Distinguished 
Service Professor at Harvard. “But even more important is 
his role as mentor and friend to so many people in the field.”
 The beneficiaries of that mentoring — who include his 
former dissertation advisees — say it has been fundamental 
to their careers. Keohane was “probably the single most 
important influence on my professional development,” says 

David B. Yoffie, the Max & Doris Starr Professor of Inter-
national Business Administration at the Harvard Business 
School. “His penetrating questions, careful scholarship, 
counterintuitive insights, unending energy, and keen eye to-
wards great problems are the best combination of attributes 
for an advisor, a co-author, and a great friend.”
 “Working with Bob was not easy,” says Fareed Zakaria, 
PhD ’93, foreign affairs specialist for CNN and Time. “He 
was friendly and warm, of course, but he was demanding. 
He set high standards and didn’t discount. He insisted on 
rigor and research. The result was that I learned to think — 
systematically and analytically.”
 Keohane’s books include After Hegemony: Cooperation 
and Discord in the World Political Economy (1984), Power 
and Governance in a Partially Globalized World (2002), and 
Anti-Americanisms in World Politics (2006). He has produced 
articles, book chapters, and edited volumes too numerous 
to list, and he has won the Grawemeyer Award for Ideas 
Improving World Order (1989), and the Johan Skytte Prize 
in Political Science (2005).
 He is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences and a member of the National Academy of Sciences. 
His wife, Nannerl O. Keohane, who is also a political scientist 
— as well as the former president of Wellesley College and 
Duke University — is a member of the Harvard Corporation.  

 

“for opening 
new paths  
in cancer  
research and 
in the  
academy...”

“for your pioneering contributions to the study of 
international relations, and your mentorship to so 
many in the field...”

call	for	nominations:	GSAS	alumni	are	welcome	to	nominate	candidates	
for	the	centennial	medal.	please	send	nominations	and	supporting	mate-
rial	to	gsaa@fas.harvard.edu.

photographer 
martha	Stewart
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1	Hsuan-Ting	Huang			2	Adrian	podpirka			
3	Emily	Jones			4	Ariya	Lapan			5	Sarah	
ballard			6	Widagdo	Setiawan			7	Joseph	
Anderson			8	melissa	Eccleston	
9	Yongjun	kwak			10	chun	L.	Yu			11	Danny	
Yagan			12	billy	Au			13	Joshua	Hill	
14	kuo-Hua	Huang			15	Sara	Abiola			
16	Luxi	Guo			17	cherie	Ndaliko	18	Jieqi	
chen			19	billy	Lau			20	Nikhil	kapur			
21	christine	barrett			22	motokazu	
matsutani			23	I-Hsiao	chen	24	Linda	
Rodriguez			25	Weihua	An			26	brendan	
Saloner			27	Jason	Dowd			28	franziska	
Graf			29	Andrew	Leifer			30	Irene	
bredberg			31	brian	Shuve		 32	Yejin	Huh			
33	bronwyn	Loong			34	pratheev	
Sreetharan			35	Siddharth	mohandas		
36	coren	Apicella			37	marjan	Rafat			
38	paul	kosmin			39	Andrew	friedman	
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May 24, 2012

Points of Departure
On a warm, clear Commencement Day — the 361st 
Harvard Commencement — the Graduate School of Arts 
and Sciences bestowed the PhD on 431 candidates and the 
master’s degree on 79 candidates across 56 departments, 
programs, and divisions.  
 The Diploma Awarding Ceremony, whose traditions 
seem amplified in the august surroundings of Sanders  
Theatre, blended solemnity, pageantry, and moments 
of unexpected humor as graduates crossed the stage to 
receive their diplomas and the congratulations of GSAS 
deans and their own faculty members. 
 The day’s festive mood was evident in the faces of these 
2012 graduates. Before departing —  for hooding ceremo-
nies at the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences 
or at the Division of Medical Sciences, or for more private 
celebrations elsewhere — they gathered to toast their hard 
work en masse, at a champagne luncheon for their families 
and for department colleagues on the Oxford lawns. 
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90

40	Jia	Liu			41	Jessica	minnier			42	Rain	cui			43	Tamar	Sofer			44	brian	claggett			45	Nevena	Dimova			46 Eric	calderwood			47	Jamie	
Jones			48	Davene	Wright			49	Jessie	Hsu			50	Rebecca	Wright			51	Lauren	Hund			52	omer	Yildirim			53	praveen	Arany	54	Roland	
matsouaka			55	cian	power			56	Eun	mi	mun			57	Luis	castro			58	Layla	parast			59	Wei	Huang			60	Jessica	Welburn			61	kerry	
Geiler-Samerotte			62	kristina	fontanez			63	katherine	mcAllen			64	Samuel	kesner			65	catherine	Adoyo	owuor			66	Wenchen	Shao			
67	Ankur	pandya			68	George	Somi			69	Anand	Deopurkar			70	cherie	Ramirez			71	collin	Johnson			72	Amy	catalinac			73	Yizhuo	chu			
74	craig	braun			75	clay	cordova			76	Juliette	Han			77	Ayfer	Ali			78	Seung	Hoon	Nam			79	Wenjiao	cai			80	Zachary	Stone			81	Erin	
Dwyer			82	Rosario	Salinas			83 parag	Deotare			84	Rheana	parrenas			85	maria	Sibau			86	Robert	koffie			87	Tim	Ganser			88	Nikhilesh	
chand			89 vincent	Leung			90	michael	kessler			91	Sanjay	pinto			92	vicky	Zhou			93	Jessica	Larson			94	maryam	Gharavi			95	Alisa	
Stephens			96	michael	Heller			97	Erica	kim	
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Noted

Applied Sciences
Cinna Lomnitz, SM ’50, 
recently published Earth-
quake Disasters in Latin 
America: A Holistic Approach 
(with Heriberta Castaños). 
Lomnitz is professor of 
seismology, emeritus, at the 
National Autonomous Uni-
versity of Mexico (UNAM). 
In 1957 he was appointed 
first director of the Institute 
(now Department) of Geo-
physics at the University of 
Chile. From 1964 until 1968 
he was chief of seismologi-
cal stations at UC Berkeley. 
He joined the Institute 
of Geophysics at UNAM, 
Mexico City, in 1968. He is 
editor of the journal Geo-
fisica Internacional and has 
published three books on 
earthquake science. 

Anthropology
Jim Yong Kim, MD ’86, 
PhD ’93, was elected to 

head the World Bank after 
being nominated by Presi-
dent Obama in March. Kim 
has been President of Dart-
mouth College since 2009, 
and was formerly chair of 
the Department of Global 
Health and Social Medicine 
at Harvard Medical School.

Vasiliki P. Neofotistos, 
PhD ’03, published The Risk 
of War: Everyday Sociality 
in the Republic of Macedonia 
(University of Pennsylva-
nia Press, 2012). The book 
focuses on practices and 
performances of everyday 
life across ethnonational 
borders during the six-
month armed conflict in 
2001 between Macedonian 
government forces and the 
Albanian National Lib-
eration Army. Neofotistos 
teaches anthropology at the 
University at Buffalo, State 
University of New York.

Astronomy
Joseph F. Dolan, PhD ’66, 
has published The Rules of 
Evidence as a Kindle book.
Seeking to explain how we 
have come to know so much 
about the world around us, 
it looks at the “scientific 
method” in a new way — as 
rules of evidence, like those 
used in courts of law to dis-
tinguish fact from percep-
tion. The book is illustrated 
with dozens of stories about 
scientific personalities 
and the way they used (and 
misused) the scientific rules 
of evidence.

Celtic languages  
and literatures
Kate Chadbourne, PhD 
’99, has published a book 
of poems entitled Brigit’s 
Woven World. Inspired by 
the landscape and legends 
of Ireland, her poems draw 
on twenty years of scholarly 
and personal experience of 
the country to communicate 
what she identifies as the 
particularly Irish qualities: 
vitality, merriment, wit, and 
beauty. Chadbourne cur-
rently teaches Irish language 
and folklore at Harvard.

Decision Sciences
Patrick S. Noonan, PhD 
’93, has been promoted to 
professor in the practice of 
decision and information 

analysis at Emory Uni-
versity’s Goizueta Busi-
ness School. Noonan was 
recently also given an addi-
tional role as associate dean 
for management practice 
initiatives, in which he will 
be developing and leading 
innovative new programs 
to help students integrate 
across the management dis-
ciplines, as well as integrate 
classroom learning with 
real-world practice through 
field-based project courses. 
In May he picked up his 12th 
teaching award since joining 
Emory in 1993.

English 
Stephen Sandy, PhD ’63, 
has published his 12th  
collection of poetry, Over-
look (Louisiana State Uni-
versity Press, 2010), which 
the poet Richard Wilbur 
praised as “masterly and  
absorbing.” Over a career 
that included faculty 
positions at Bennington 
College, Brown University, 
and Harvard, Sandy has re-
ceived, among other honors, 
a residency at the Bellagio 
Center, a Lannan Senior 
Fellowship at the Fine Arts 
Work Center in Provinc-
etown, a Fulbright Lecture-
ship in Japan, and an award 
from the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters. 

Robert H. Bell, PhD ’72, 
has published Shakespeare’s 
Great Stage of Fools (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2011). From the 
knockabout clowns of the 
early comedies, through 
the wise fools of the mature 
plays, to disturbing tragic 
figures who play the fool, 
Bell examines how Shake-
speare dramatizes the plea-
sures and perils of fooling ja
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and folly. Bell is Frederick 
Latimer Wells Professor of 
English at Williams College 
and a recent winner of the 
Carnegie/CASE US College 
Professor of the Year award. 

Government
Daniel P. Aldrich, PhD 
’05, won a Fulbright 
research fellowship to 
return to Japan for the 
2012–2013 academic year to 
study social networks in the 
ongoing recovery from the 
March 2011 disasters. Al-
drich received tenure from 
Purdue University in the 
spring of 2011, and this year 
he is an American Associa-
tion for the Advancement 
of Science (AAAS) fellow at 
the United States Agency 
for International Develop-
ment (USAID), working 
on issues of social capital 
and resilience in vulnerable 
communities. His first book, 
Site Fights (Cornell Univer-
sity Press, 2008 and 2010) 
has just been translated into 
Japanese, and his second, 
Building Resilience: Social 
Capital in Disaster Recov-
ery will be published this 
August by the University of 
Chicago Press.

Casey A. Klofstad, PhD 
’05, is an assistant professor 
of political science at the 
University of Miami and re-
cently published Civic Talk: 
Peers, Politics, and the Future 
of Democracy (Temple 
University Press, 2010). 
The book explores how the 
simple act of talking about 
politics and current events 
with friends, colleagues, 
and relatives causes us 
to become more civically 
active. Klofstad contends 
that social context plays a 
central role in maintaining 
the strength of democracy. 

History
George H. Nash, PhD 
’73, is the editor of Freedom 
Betrayed: Herbert Hoover’s 
Secret History of the Second 
World War and Its Aftermath 
(Hoover Institution Press, 
2011). Although President 
Hoover completed this  
history, which he called  
his Magnum Opus, more 
than fifty years ago, it had 
never before been published 
or made available for re-
search until now. Nash,  
an independent historian 
and lecturer, is the author  
of several books about  
Herbert Hoover.

landscape  
Architecture
Allan W. Shearer, MLA 
’94, PhD ’03, received the 

2012 Excellence in Research 
and Creative Works Award 
from the Council of Educa-
tors in Landscape Archi-
tecture. His recent work 
includes a study funded by 
the Department of Defense 
that examines alternative 
development patterns for 
the region of Yuma, Arizona, 
and the possible implica-
tions on military training 
and testing operations.  He 
is on the faculty of the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin.

Romance languages 
and literatures
Gene H. Bell-Villada, 
PhD ’74, recently edited a 
book, Writing Out of Limbo: 
International Childhoods, 
Global Nomads, and Third 
Culture Kids (Cambridge 
Scholars Publishing,  
December 2011). It contains 
thirty essays and a poem, all 
of which treat the experi-
ence of being raised outside  
of one’s passport country, 
and the ways in which it 
affects one’s development. 
The articles are a mix of 
theoretical formulations, 
personal essays, academic 
studies, and cultural 
reflections. Bell-Villada is a 
professor of romance 
languages and literatures at 
Williams College.

Social Policy
Jennifer Sykes, PhD 
’11, recently joined the 
faculty of the Sociology 
Department at Oregon State 
University as assistant pro-
fessor. Sykes has published 
research related to child 
and family welfare and is 
examining the impacts of 
tax policy on parenting. 

The Q Dynasty
When	Grazyna Jasienska	saw	her	son	
Adam	presented	with	a	certificate	of	Distinc-
tion	in	Teaching	from	the	Derek	bok	center	
in	April,	she	could	have	been	forgiven	for	
being	slightly	less	impressed	than	the	average	
mother.	After	all,	she	earned	the	very	same	
award	when	she	was	a	phD	student	at	Harvard	
—	and	so	did	her	husband,	Adam’s	father	
Michal Jasienski.
	 So	when	Adam,	a	third-year	phD	student	
in	the	history	of	art	and	architecture,	began	
teaching	sections	of	HAA	10:	The	Western	
Tradition	this	fall,	he	carried	on	the	legacy		
of	a	Harvard	teaching	dynasty.	“If	I	got	nervous	
before	class,	I’d	just	Skype	my	parents,”	Adam	
says.	“They	taught	me	a	lot	about	maintaining	
a	good,	friendly,	yet	professional	environment	
in	the	classroom.	They	also	taught	me	to	ask		
a	lot	of	questions,	and	not	to	be	afraid	of	
silence	—	you	have	to	let	the	students	do	most	
of	the	talking.”
	 Adam,	a	2008	graduate	of	the	college,		
was	raised	in	Winthrop	House,	where	his	par-
ents	served	as	resident	tutors	while	working	
toward	degrees	in	biological	anthropology.		
(michal	earned	his	phD	in	1992,	Grazyna	in	
1996.)	The	elder	Jasienskis	have	since	re-
turned	to	their	native	poland,	but	Grazyna	was	
able	to	attend	the	ceremony	because	she	was	
in	cambridge	to	finalize	details	of	her	forth-
coming	book,	The Fragile Genius,	which	will	
be	published	in	January	by	Harvard	university	
press.		—Nicholas Nardini
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adam Jasienski and  
his mother, Grazyna

Share	your	news.	Send	a	note	to	gsaa@fas.harvard.edu,	or	write		
to	Colloquy,	Holyoke	center	350,	1350	massachusetts	Avenue,	
cambridge,	02138.
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The Graduate School 
Alumni Association
Governed	by	its	
Alumni	council,	the	
GSAA	represents		
and	advances	the	
interests	of	alumni		
of	the	Graduate	
School	of	Arts	and		
Sciences	by	sponsor-
ing	alumni	events		
and	by	publishing	
Colloquy	three	times	
each	year.	

Contact 
The	Graduate	School	
Alumni	Association,		
Holyoke	center	350,	
1350	massachusetts		
Avenue,	cambridge,	
mA	02138-3846.		
617-495-5591	
gsaa@fas.harvard.edu	
www.gsas.harvard.
edu/alumni

Colloquy on  
the Web
Access	current		
and	back	issues	of		
Colloquy,	as	well	as		a	
range	of	other	alumni	
services	and	informa-
tion,	at	www.gsas.
harvard.edu/alumni.

letters to the Editor
Colloquy	does	not	
print	letters,	but	we	
welcome	your	feed-
back	and	story	ideas.	
Write	to:		Colloquy,	
Harvard	university	
Graduate	School	of	
Arts	and	Sciences,	
Holyoke	center	350,	
1350	massachusetts	
Avenue,	cambridge,	
mA	02138-3846;		
or	e-mail		
gsaa@fas.harvard.edu.	

Moving?
please	e-mail	your		
new	address	to		
aro@harvard.edu		
or	send	your		Colloquy	
mailing	label	and		
your	new	address	to		
Alumni	Records,		
124	mt.	Auburn	Street,	
4th	floor,	cambridge,	
mA	02138-3654.

Colloquy	is	printed	by	
printResource/DS		
Graphics.

V I E w  F R o m  T H E  F I E l D
The Science Policy Careers Symposium, held on May 2, 
gave PhD students and postdocs a real-world immersion 
into a wide range of policy jobs. Panelists, several of whom 
were GSAS alums, talked about how to transition from 
research to policy and about day-to-day issues in science, 
health, education, and environmental policy. Panelists 
included Erin Boyd, PhD ’11, physics, the 2011–2012 AAAS 
Congressional Science Policy Fellow of the American Physi-
cal Society; and Kyle Brown, PhD ’09, organismic and evo-
lutionary biology, a legislative assistant advising Sen. Frank 
Lautenberg on a wide range of health and education issues. 
 The Graduate School Alumni Association partnered with 
the FAS Office of Career Services to present the second 
annual Leveraging Your PhD in the Workplace on April 
20. Designed to highlight career options and job-seeking 
strategies beyond academia, the event drew a large crowd 
to Dudley House as current students hoped to crib pointers 
from 2012 GSAS graduates who successfully found jobs this 
year. The crowd also heard from GSAS alumni, who returned 
to talk about the twists and turns of their journeys from 
their PhDs into professional jobs outside the academy.

A  G AT H E R I N G  I N  T o R o N T o
save the date for the Harvard club of toronto’s autumn gala, on october 18, 2012. 
Gsas will sponsor the event, which will feature a keynote talk by Michèle lamont, 
professor of sociology and african and african american studies and the robert i. 
Goldman Professor of European studies. lamont, a cultural sociologist currently 
working on a multinational project on responses to stigmatization, is a native 
torontonian who grew up in Québec. she is a fellow of the canadian institute for 
advanced research and codirects its research program on successful societies.  

A  m I l E ST o N E  m o m E N T
At	Alumni	Day	in	April,	four		
attendees	who	were	celebrating	
the	25th	or	50th	anniversaries	
of	their	GSAS	degrees	received	
engraved	silver	bowls	as	tokens	of	
congratulations	from	the	Graduate	
School	Alumni	Association.	The	
bowls,	presented	by	interim	GSAS	
Dean	Richard	Tarrant,	went	to	
(from	left)	Elisabeth	Langby,	mpp	
’84,	phD	’87,	government;	Lisette	
cooper,	phD	’87,	earth	and	plan-
etary	sciences;	Webster	Howard,	
phD	’62,	physics;	and	Rohit	parikh,	
Ab	’57,	phD	’62,	mathematics.

Erin	boyd,	phD	’11,	
and	kyle	brown,	
phD	’09.	Photos 
by Molly Akin 

Howard	Wu	and	vicky	Zhou,	who	both	graduated	this	
may,	landed	jobs	with	consulting	firms	that	valued	their	
analytical	skills	and	backgrounds	in	bioengineering	and	
biomedical	sciences,	respectively.	Photo by Risa Kawai
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The Graduate School 

Support the

a community of great thinkers working  
together on groundbreaking research

Harvard is...

I Choose Harvard…
“World-class research is what drew me to Harvard — and the generous support that the Uni-
versity provides has allowed me to focus on that without worry,” says PhD student Elisabeth 
“Libby” Hennessy. 
 Instead of finding part-time work or fretting about tuition bills, Libby can focus exclusively 
on conducting leading-edge research in a Harvard inorganic chemistry lab. 
 As the daughter of a chemical engineer, Libby has always had “science in her blood.” Today, 
she is the recipient of a Department of Energy Fellowship and part of a research team that ex-
plores the use of iron as a mediator to conduct complex reactions.
 “A lot of chemistry has been developed using expensive metals. The cool thing about iron is 
that it is an Earth-abundant, cheap metal,” she explains. “At the lab, we’re trying to harness the 
inexpensive catalysts to do difficult transformations.”
 One possible application of her research is to convert methane gas to the easier-to-transport 
methanol in a more cost-effective way and, potentially, to create products for the pharmaceuti-
cal industry using iron as a catalyst.
 Libby has enjoyed being part of this groundbreaking research project from its early stages. 
And through a fellowship that includes full tuition and a research allowance to cover the cost of 
lab equipment and other supplies, she’s able to concentrate fully on her studies. 
 “I’m grateful that Harvard treats its graduate students so well by providing fellowships and 
stipends to cover living expenses,” Libby says. “There’s simply no time to have another job. My 
research is my full-time job.”
 Choose Harvard today with a gift to the Graduate School Fund. Visit alumni.harvard.edu/
colloquy/I-choose-harvard.

Elias J. corey, winner of the 
1990 nobel Prize in chemistry 
and sheldon Emery Profes-
sor of organic chemistry 
Emeritus, talks with graduate 
alumni at loeb House during a 
reunion of the Department of 
chemistry and chemical Biol-
ogy. the event featured lead-
ing scientists who discussed 
promising research develop-
ments and industry trends.

S u STA I N I N G  A  
Co m m I T m E N T  T o 
ST u D E N T  A I D

Elisabeth Hennessy  
Phd candidate
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